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Making the Case for Green Infrastructure e Green Infrastructure was not specifically discussed

As part of a project with the Vermont Agency of Natural in municipal plans, and;

Resources and with other Regional Planning Commis- e Regulations, where present, dealt with discrete por-
sions in Vermont, the Southern Windsor County Re- tions of green infrastructure, but were not compre-
gional Planning Commission (SWCRPC) first sought to hensive.

assess regulatory gaps and barriers to the adoption of

green infrastructure programs and practices in several

of our towns. Towns were selected based upon factors  chester

such as amount of impervious surface area, impervious

cover in close proximity to streams and rivers, the The SWCRPC has been working with the Town of Ches-

amount of impaiFEd stream miles and other green in- ter to deve|op model town p|an |anguage designed to

frastructure related considerations. educate people about Green Infrastructure and its ben-

We reviewed the town plans and land use bylaws from  efits. This language has not yet been adopted as part of
the towns of Windsor and Chester, which identified the

Chester’s Town Plan due to Chester’s adoption sched-
following general issues:

ule, but it is scheduled to be included in the next up-
date/adoption. Chester’s Planning Commission will be
updating their Town

Plan over the next
year. SWCRPC staff
will be assisting dur-
ing that time period
to consider incorpo-
rating the model lan-
guage into the Town
Plan.




Windsor

The SWCRPC has also been working with the Town of
Windsor to review and update their zoning bylaws. As
part of that effort, the SWCRPC has provided language
to include certain Green Infrastructure provisions into
the zoning provisions, such as those that address de-
velopment on steep slopes and narrower roadway
widths. In addition, once model bylaws are finalized
by VLCT, SWCRPC staff intends to work with the Wind-
sor Planning Commission to consider additional Green
Infrastructure changes.

Challenges

Green Infrastructure terminology is still new to many
town officials at the same time there are many other
new terms, such as river corridors, smart growth and
healthy communities. Understanding these terms and
how they relate to town planning is a challenge for
many volunteer municipal board members.

The rural nature of the Southern Windsor County Re-
gion also presents a significant challenge to the imple-
mentation of Green Infrastructure. Local officials and
town staff often do not understand how Green Infra-
structure can be tailored to and implemented in a ru-
ral area. Furthermore, once local officials and town
staff do understand how Green Infrastructure can be
implemented in a rural area, it still needs to be worked
into town plans and regulations, with a specific rural
focus. The multi-step process to plan and regulate
Green Infrastructure can take many years from begin-
ning to end.




